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On p^g^l , line 6, cape€f "such". 
On page 1, line 6, canpef^e.g.". 
/vA £?\ On page 1, line 8, insert —for example,-- after the ",". 

On page 1, line 8, c^H^el "are" and substitute therefor --is--. 
On page 1, line 9,Ji}seffa after "server". 
On page 1, line 10, c^ue€T' t this" and substjftffe therefor —the—. 
On page 1, line 16,^HgeiT—both— aftef^direction". 
On page 1, line 16, insert"— and from— af£er**to". 
On page 1, line 17, cape^l "and from the subscriber". 
On page 1, line 2 l 9 Jps€rt— present— before "invention". 
On page 1, lines 2J/42, cancel "based on the object of specifying" and 
sub^tffute therefor --, therefore, directed to--. 

On pa^tfline 22, cajicef^a" before "method". 

On page 1, cancel line^2^26 and substitute the following centered heading 

15 therefor: 

- SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION --. 

On page 1, before lhjje^TTinsert the following paragraphs: 
—Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a ring network which 
includes: a central network element for feeding in data and for distributing both 
20 working signals and protection signals on different transmission paths and in 
oppositely directed transmission directions, and wherein, proceeding from the central 
network element, the ring network is subdivided into a first part and a second part; 
a plurality of further network elements connected to subscribers for forwarding 
upstream data from the subscribers and for distributing the working signals to the 
25 subscribers; wherein the central network element feeds the working signals into the 
first and second parts of the ring network; wherein the central network element, in 
accordance with portions of the working signals fed into the first and second parts 
of the ring network, feeds the working signals as protection signals into the 
respective other part of the ring network; and wherein the further network elements 



forward the protection signals as far as the respective network element terminating 
the first and left-hand parts of the ring network, and the protection signals are fed into 
the respective other terminating network element of the first and second parts of the 
ring network and are forwarded counter to a transmission direction of the working 
5 signals to the central network element. 

The present invention is further directed to a method for distributing data 
/I fl within a ring network for feeding in data and for distributing both working signals 



Q_^^(_J^a^~ • and protection signals on different transmission paths and in oppositely directed 

transmission directions and for forwarding data from subscribers and for distributing 
10 the working signals to the subscribers connected to network elements, the method 
including the steps of: subdividing the ring network into a first part and a second 
part; feeding the working signals into both the first and second parts of the ring 
J network; feeding the working signals as protection signals into a respective other part 

-2 of the ring network; forwarding the protection signals as far as the respective network 

g] 15 element terminating the first and second parts of the ring network; feeding the 

01 protection signals into the respective other terminating network element of the first 

and second parts of the ring network; and forwarding the protection signals counter 

Zr: to a transmission direction of the wo rding signals to the central network element.-- 

fy On page 1, line 27, insgft^present— before "invention", 
p 20 On page 1, line 29 Jip^eit a ~ 9 ~ a^^'utilized" 
^ On page 1 , line 3 1 , njs6t —present— before "invention". 
On page 2, cga<5el lines 1-8 and substitute the following therefor: 
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—Additional features and advantages of the present invention are described 
in, and will be apparent from, the following Detailed Description of the Preferred 
25 Embodiments and the Drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS-. 



On page 2, line 1 l,^c|p<5el the and sub^tittfte therefor a --;--. 
On page 2, line 13,^ert —teachings of the present— ^ffer "the". 
On page 2, line 14, c^ricel the and subsjkdte therefor a — ;— . 
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On page 2, line 16, c<jir6el the "," and substitute therefor a 
On page 2, line 17^parfcel the "," and substitute therefor a 
On page 2, line 20^C£^ied^he "," and substitute therefor a 
On page 2, before line 25^ipseffthe following centered heading: 
-DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS- 



On page 2, li 
On page 2a, 
On page 3, 1 



10 On page 3,1 

On page 3, 1 
—ring network which 
On page 3, 1 
On page 3, 1 

15 On page 3,1 

On page 3, 1 
On page 3, 1 
On page 3, 1 
On page 3, 1 

20 On page 3,1 

On page 3, 1 
On page 3, 1 
On page 4, 1 
On page 4, 1 

25 On page 4, 1 

On page 4, 1 
On page 4, 1 
On page 4, 1 



On page 3, line l^Jpgeh —of the present invention— ^fter "understanding", 
nes l-2,^^eTTirst of*. 

S^panCef^realization according to" and substitute therefor 



ne 33,j^jae^f"are" and substkttfe^therefor —is—, 
line 1, ingerT^present— before "invention". 



ne 1, cap£ei "In" and substijuf§ therefor —First of all, in- 



? 10, caped^are" and substitute therefor —is—, 
ne 1 1 , c*y«5el"by means of and suj^sfitute therefor —via—, 
ne 12, c^jie^T^are" and subsjktfte therefor —is—, 
ne 23,cp3a€^"by" and substitute therefor —in—, 
ne 27, ips^t a --,« ^ft6r"suitable". 
ne 28, ips^ffa*— ,— after^particular". 
ne 29,^an£el the ",". 

ne 32^0^ncel "realise" and subgtituteTherefor —achieve—. 

5 35, iijsdrfa — ,— jiffcer^fs". 
ne 35, irjs^rt a — ,— ^fter "case", 
ne 2, jp&€rt~ present— before "invention", 
ne 5, cape^l "according to" and substitute therefor —of—, 
ne 5, ipsert'— present— before "invention", 
ne 9,^cape€l "can", 
ne 9, ir^ert —can— ^ft£r"also". 

ne^>4^15, cancel "In the case of the method according" and 



subsjrfute therefor —According—. 
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On page 4 
On page 4 
On page 5 
On page 5 
, On page 5 
On page 5 
On page 5 
On page 5 
On page 5 
On page 5 
On page 6 
On page 6 
On page 6 
On page 6 
On page 6 
On page 6 
On page 7 
On page 7 
On page 7 
On page 7 
On page 7. 
On page 7 



ne I5 9 jp£ert —method of the present— before "invention", 
ne 23^pdncel "are" and subs)it(it^therefor —is—, 
ne 2,cpx6e\ "figure" and substitute therefor —Figure—, 
ne 6,^parfcel "also". 



ne 8,paficel the 

ne 8, iijs^t a — ^fter "formed". 

9,jnpefCk — ,-- afief^example". 
ne 13>i*iSert a -,-^fter "OSO". 
ne 30, cptfcel "there is", 
ne 31, m^rf^there is— before "also". 
linp^Xf, can^el^'by means of* and substitute therefor —via—, 
ne 24^<ancel the ",". 
ne 24, ips€rt a — ,— ^fer "case". 

ne 26, czm^el "by means of and substitute therefor —via—, 
ne 28^ji*geit a -,- a#<5r "out", 
ne 28,^cfalcel "and". 

ne 16, cjpw5ef"figure" and substitute therefor —Figure—, 
ne 17, cau£ef"are" and substitute therefor —is—. 
ne~i^> cape£f"figure" and subs^krfe^ therefor —Figure—, 
ne 29, ipgerTa — ,— a|&r "signal". 
31, ips^rTa »,»^ft6r"signar. 
after line 34, ii^rTthe following paragraph: 



25 



^Although the present invention has been described with reference to 
specific embodiments, those of skill in the art will recognize that changes may be 
made thereto without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as set forth 
in the hereafter appended claims.** 



